
Asking Questions

Get Ready 

To Read

✓ Learn about the 

book

✓ Get your brain 

ready to read

✓ Understand the 

meaning of 

important words 

found in the book

Learn About 

Comprehension 

Strategies

✓ Think about the text 

you read

✓ Know what to do 

when you get 

confused

Summary

Henry’s Freedom Box is the story of how one slave found his way 

to freedom.  Henry Brown was born into slavery.  He did not 

know his birthday because nobody kept records of slaves’ 

birthdays. When he was very young, he was taken away from 

his mother and sent to work in a warehouse.  Henry dreamed 

about his freedom every day.  When he got older, Henry 

married and had children.  But just as he was sent away, so 

were his wife and children.  Henry was devastated when he was 

separated from his family.  He decided that it was time to set 

himself free.  Henry came up with a brilliant plan, and he is now 

remembered as one of the Underground Railroad’s most famous 

runaway slaves.

Link to What You Know

• What do you know about the Underground Railroad?

• How would your life change if you were forced to work in a 

factory everyday?

Important Words to Know and Understand

Master – Someone who has control or power over others 

such as a servant or slave

Slave – Someone who is legally owned by another person 

and is forced to work for that person without pay

1

2
Why Readers Ask Questions While Reading

Readers ask questions because it makes reading much more 

interesting.  By asking questions readers can turn a text into a 

treasure hunt, where their job is to find the answers to their 

questions.  When readers ask questions, they think about what 

they already know and what they want to find out.

When you choose a book, it’s important to ask questions before 

you read.  Read the title, the blurb on the back, and look at the 

cover art.  What are you curious about?  What do you hope to 

learn from reading the book?

You should also ask questions while you read.  Try asking 

questions that help you answer who or what the book is about 

and where or when the story takes place.

Last, it’s important to ask questions after you read a book.  

Asking questions after reading will help you decide whether or 

not you understood what you read.  Ask questions if you are 

confused or are wondering about something.  
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Ask Questions 

While Reading

✓ Try asking 

questions that 

begin with “I 

wonder…” or 

“Why…”

✓ Decide whether or  

not your questions 

will help you better 

understand the text

✓ Stop from time to 

time.  Ask yourself if 

you’ve found the 

answers to your 

questions

Notice the Work 

You Did While 

Reading  

✓ Think

✓ Talk

✓ Reflect

✓ Write
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Time to Reflect

Think – When readers ask questions they think about what they 

need to know in order to really understand a book.  Because no 

two readers are the same, your questions will usually be different 

from other people who are reading the same book.  What 

question did you ask that helped you to really understand or 

enjoy Henry's Freedom Box?

Talk – Tell your reading partner about the most important 

question you asked while reading.  Explain how you answered 

your question and why the answer helped you.

Reflect – Think about the questioning work you did while reading 

Henry's Freedom Box.  Which types of questions helped you the 

most?  Is there anything that you are still wondering about?  If 

so, how can you answer your question?  

Write – Glue your Strategy Slip into your reader’s notebook. 

Write about the work you did while reading Henry's Freedom 

Box. (Remember to include examples from the book!)

Asking Questions

©BookPagez.com

Time to Read

Stop on the following pages.  Think about the questions for each 

page.  Then talk with a reading partner or write your thoughts 

down in your notebook.   

Page 1 – What are you wondering about slaves?  How will the 

answer to your question help you to better understand the 

story?

Page 9 – What is life like for Henry now?  What questions do you 

have about his new master’s factory?  Why do you want to 

know?

Page 24 – Here the author introduces us to Dr. Smith.  Dr. Smith is 

different from other white men in the South.  What questions do 

you have about Dr. Smith?  How will the answer to your question 

help you to better understand the story? 

Page 30 – What do you think of Henry’s plan?  Are there any 

questions that Henry should have answered for 

himself before starting his journey?

Page 38 – Henry is finally free.  What questions do 

you have now?  What are you wondering about 

the Underground Railroad?  Where could you go 

to find the answers to your questions?
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Page 1:

What are you wondering about slaves?  

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

How will the answer to your question help you to better understand the story?

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Page 9:

What is life like for Henry now?  

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

What questions do you have about his new master’s factory?  

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Why do you want to know?

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Name:____________________________________                                       ©BookPagez.com

Your Turn to Practice Asking Questions

with Henry's Freedom Box



Page 24:

Here the author introduces us to Dr. Smith.  Dr. Smith is different from other white 

men in the South.  What questions do you have about Dr. Smith?  

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

How will the answer to your question help you to better understand the story? 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Page 30:

What do you think of Henry’s plan?  

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Are there any questions that Henry should have answered for himself before 

starting his journey?

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Name:____________________________________                                       ©BookPagez.com

Your Turn to Practice Asking Questions

with Henry's Freedom Box



Page 38:

Henry is finally free.  What questions do you have now?  

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

What are you wondering about the Underground Railroad?  

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Where could you go to find the answers to your questions? 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Name:____________________________________                                       ©BookPagez.com

Your Turn to Practice Asking Questions

with Henry's Freedom Box



Page 1:

What are you wondering about slaves?  

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

How will the answer to your question help you to better understand the story?

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Page 9:

What is life like for Henry now?  

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

What questions do you have about his new master’s factory?  

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Why do you want to know?

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Answer Key for Asking Questions

with Henry's Freedom Box

Answer Key | ©BookPagez.com

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: I am wondering if slaves liked their 

masters.

Henry is alone. He works hard.

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: The answer to this question will 

help me to understand how Henry feels about his master.

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: I am wondering if Henry likes 

working in the factory better than he liked his life before.

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: I want to know because I am 

wondering how Henry is feeling.



Page 24:

Here the author introduces us to Dr. Smith.  Dr. Smith is different from other white 

men in the South.  What questions do you have about Dr. Smith?  

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

How will the answer to your question help you to better understand the story? 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Page 30:

What do you think of Henry’s plan?  

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Are there any questions that Henry should have answered for himself before 

starting his journey?

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Answer Key for Asking Questions

with Henry's Freedom Box

Answer Key | ©BookPagez.com

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: I think Henry’s plan is a good plan.

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: I think Henry should think of a way 

to be sure that his crate is treated well so he doesn’t get hurt.

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: I wonder why Dr. Smith wants to 

help Henry.

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: The answer to my question will help 

me to know why some white people helped slaves and other white people didn’t.



Page 38:

Henry is finally free.  What questions do you have now?  

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

What are you wondering about the Underground Railroad?  

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Where could you go to find the answers to your questions? 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Answer Key for Asking Questions

with Henry's Freedom Box

Answer Key | ©BookPagez.com

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: I am wondering what will happen if 

Henry is caught.

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: I also wonder how many slaves 

Henry helped to get freedom.

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: I could find my answer by looking on 

the internet.



Henry's Freedom Box: Asking Questions

Who is telling the story?  What is his point of view?

How might the story be different if it were told by a slave 

owner?  What questions could you ask the slave owner to 

compare their point of view to Henry’s?

I can compare and contrast different stories by thinking 

about the points of view from which they are told. CCSS: RL.4.6

Reader’s Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips (CCSS) | ©BookPagez.com    

Henry's Freedom Box: Asking Questions

Who is telling the story?  What is his point of view?

How might the story be different if it were told by a slave 

owner?  What questions could you ask the slave owner to 

compare their point of view to Henry’s?

I can compare and contrast different stories by thinking 

about the points of view from which they are told. CCSS: RL.4.6

Henry's Freedom Box: Asking Questions

Who is telling the story?  What is his point of view?

How might the story be different if it were told by a slave 

owner?  What questions could you ask the slave owner to 

compare their point of view to Henry’s?

I can compare and contrast different stories by thinking 

about the points of view from which they are told. CCSS: RL.4.6



Henry's Freedom Box: Asking Questions

Who is telling the story?  What is his point of view?

How might the story be different if it were told by a slave 

owner?  What questions could you ask the slave owner to 

compare their point of view to Henry’s?
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Henry's Freedom Box: Asking Questions

Who is telling the story?  What is his point of view?

How might the story be different if it were told by a slave 

owner?  What questions could you ask the slave owner to 

compare their point of view to Henry’s?

Henry's Freedom Box: Asking Questions

Who is telling the story?  What is his point of view?

How might the story be different if it were told by a slave 

owner?  What questions could you ask the slave owner to 

compare their point of view to Henry’s?

Henry's Freedom Box: Asking Questions

Who is telling the story?  What is his point of view?

How might the story be different if it were told by a slave 

owner?  What questions could you ask the slave owner to 

compare their point of view to Henry’s?



Comprehension Strategy Graphic Organizer | ©BookPagez.com    

Asking Questions

Title: _______________________________________

Directions:  
1. Answer each of the questions.

2. Carefully cut on the dotted line. 

3. Glue, tape, or staple into your reader’s notebook.  

Question Sentence Starters

I wonder… Why didn’t… How does…

I am confused

when…

I am curious 

about…

I am not sure 

why…

Question Answer

Question Answer

Question Answer

Question Answer



Common Core State Standards Correlation

Henry's Freedom Box  Lesson Plans, Resources, and Activities

The lesson plans, resources, and activities for use with Henry's Freedom Box correlate with the 

following English Language Arts Common Core State Standards for fourth grade.  

Asking Questions Lesson Plan and Resources

Reading: Literature

RL.4.1 – Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

RL.4.6 – Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, 

including the difference between first and third person narrations.  

RL.4.10 – By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 

poetry, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 

needed at the high end of the range.

Reading: Foundational Skills

RF.4.3 – Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

RF.4.4 – Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.  

Writing

W.4.8 – Recall information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital 

sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

W.4.9 – Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research.

Speaking & Listening

SL.4.1c – Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make 

comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.   

SL.4.1d – Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light 

of the discussion.   

SL.4.2 – Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and 

formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

Language

L.4.6 – Acquire and use accurately grade appropriate general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (eg, 

quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic.

Henry's Freedom Box CCSS Alignment | ©BookPagez.com


